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Manx | iv. 9. 


Ae that bath Zars to bear bet bin bear. 


1 HESE Words were eta 653 our 
: Saviour with particular Emphaſis, 
Fe acter he had ended the Parable of 
Ebbe Sowwer, and becauſe of his ſpeak- 
ing thus the Diſciples prayed him 
when he was alone to unfold and 
explain what the Parable meant, as 
| well as that manner of ſpeaking, He that bath Ears 
to bear let him bear, for hitherto they were unac- 
f quainted with both. Our Saviour then told them, that 
he muſt uſe Similitudes, according to the Prophecy, 
and ſpeak in Parables to ſuch as were without, or uncon- 
verted and not brou ght into the Fold, but bleſſes their 
* TOY he £5 they "24 and ther Ears a” they 
B b ear; 
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TEES 
bear; and meekly vouchſafed to open the whole 
before them, and to teach them, that altho' a Man 
may haye outward Eyes, yet as long as he is not en- 
lightened from above, he is blind and does not ſee, 
and though he have Ears, and is not taught of the 
Father in his Heart, he does not hear; therefore he 
ſaid, He that hath Ears to bear let him bear. He 
Whoſe Ears my Fatber bas opened to the Goſpel of 
Salvation, who is awakened, and wants to under- 
ſtand the My/teries of the 3 let bim bear, to 
bim is this Meliage, # to him are ſent the Wards of this 
Salvation. 
Perhaps it would not be amiſs for 1 me to ſp eak a 
little more of .,this Matter, and give ſome Reaſons 
why our Lord Chriſt in the Pays of his Fleſh choſe 
to ſpeak in Similitudes, and to . his Doctrine 
in Parables, and why, after his Reſurrection, the 
Apoſtles did quite qtherwiſe, and ſpoke ſo plainly the 
Goſpel, without uſing the Fewiſh Figures or Shadows, | 
or the dark eeches or Parables. 
The Reaſons may be reduced to theſe: two; Fir, 
| becauſe (till the Death of Chriſt, who was, the true 
Lamb, and that Offering which was fo long looked 
for to fake awdy the Iniquity of the Land in one Daz ') 
the Mzſaical or Fewiſh Diſpenſation* did not ceaſe ; 
and as the Whole of that Diſpenſation Was. A fort of | 
Parable, 4 Shadow 0” good s # hings fo come, and not 
the very Subſtance, and as the Prophets had uſed Si- 
militudes, and God had ſpoke to them very commoy- 


ly in that Way, which every one may ſee who reads 
the Scriptures ; ſo Feſus, the Head of all their Gee 

Company, continued to ſpeak in the ſame Way, 

2he Vail ſpould be rent in twaih in his Fleſh, ey! A 
Way be opened thereby into the Holy of Hello by bis 
Blu. Hence it is that our Saviour ſeemed to tk 
Boy of his Kingdom and «Ss ſo Fado, 11 


T3 

then only to his Children and Diſciples, as it is writ- 
ten, To you it is given to know the. Myſteries of the 
Kingdom, but to others it is not given, Matt. xili. 11. 
This went ſo far, that it ſhould have ſeemed as if He 
only preached to the Elect of Iſrael, and ſpoke there- 
fore in ſuch a Manner as if none ſhould underſtand 
him but thoſe whom his Father drew to him and en- 
| lightened. This appears more likely when-we. find 
our Saviour ſo charge his Diſciples, ' not to go tothe 
Gentiles, nor enter the Villages even of the Samari- 
tans, though they were of the Family of Abraham. 
This made ſo many Expreſſions of our Saviour ſeem 
as if he only had regard to ſuch as the Father had 
given bim before all Worlds, and endeavour, as it 
were, to hide the Goſpel. from the reſt; and on a 
too haſty Concluſion of this Sort many have been 
raſh, and maintained very hot and lamentable Diſ- 
putes about Election, of which, no Doubt, they will 
one Day be aſhamed, having not under ſtood the _ 
Myſtery, of God, how he ſecretly purpoſed not only 
| to raiſe up the Tribes of Jacob, and to reſtore the pre- 
ſerved of Iſrael, but to give our Saviour for a Light to 
the Gentiles, and his Salvation to the Ends of "the 
Earth, Iſa. xlix. 6. However, ſo much mult be al- 
lowed, that our Sawiour's Diſcourſe at Nazareth, his 
Charge to his Diſciples, his ſaying, No Man cometh 
to me except my Father draw him, as well as his laſk 
Prayer in the xviith of St. Fobn's Goſpel, prove his 
peculiar Care of thoſe who came to him out of / 
rael; but then He adds, when I am lifted up then I 
will draw all Men after me, I can quicken whom” I 
will ; and accordingly we ſee how he commands the 
ſame Diſciples, whom he. had before forbid to go to 
the Samaritans or Gentiles, now, to preach the Goſs 
pel to every Creature, and promiſes, I will fland by 
you, 1 awill be with you to ine 2 of. the World. But, 
-»h | | ; 3 . a. 


as 1 ſaid before, dll Gy his Death he had made the 
World his own again; he ſpake in Parables after the 
Jewiſb manner, and left it over to his Father to give 
Ears to bear and a Heart to underſtand, and pronoun- 
ces thoſe bleſſed who did hear and underſtand Him. 
The other Reaſon for his doing thus, was, that 
whoever would underſtand him might come and aſk 


bum privately; and hereby we may learn, that what- 


ever appears dark to us in the Scripture, or hidden, 
or like a Parable, in the Doctrine of our Saviour, 
will always remain ſo, unleſs he by his Holy Spirit 
Clear it to us; He muſt anoint our Eyes with his Bye- 
ſalve, if we would ſee; He muſt touch our Ears, 
and ſay Ephatha, i. e. be opened, if we would hear 
and bre May his Parables have that Effect upon 
- us that we may daily enquire of him the true Mean- 
ing, and fo be taught of Cod and be wile in his Sight, 
that he may ſay to us, Bleſſed are your Eyes for they 
fee, and your Ears for they hear; what Kings and 
Righteous Men and Prophets have deſired to ſee and 
bave not ſeen, even the Days of the Son of Man and 
his Salvation clearly that you ſee, and what they 

wiſhed to hear of the plain and pure Goſpel of his 
Free Grace and Redemption, but did not hear, that 
ye hear. Nor may any thing helpful to us, or what 


concerns our eternal Happineſs, be ſealed up or hid | 


from us; rather may we have Ears to bear, and a 
Heart to underſland, that we may be converted and be 
ſaved, and eſcape every Evil in Time and Eternity! 
I come now to ſpeak of the Parable itſelf, with the 
Meaning of it, as our Saviour has been pleaſed to 
explain it to his Diſciples. 
Hs e faith, @ Sower went ont 10 fow his Seed, and 
ſome fell by the way fide, that is, upon the Road, 
upon the Path whereon People go, and which is hard 
and unbroken, - and this was Oy trodden down 83 
wo 
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deſtroyed by ſuch as went that Way,” and 1 reſt the 
Fowls "i the Air, that in ſuch Caſes ſit watching up- 
on the neighbouring Trees and Hedges, devoured as 

ſoon as the Sower was gone. A ſecond Parcel of 
Seed fell upon ſtony Ground, or, as St. Luke deſcribes. 
it, upon a Rock, where it had not much deepneſs of 5 
Earth, nor Moiſture, and this, though it ſprung up, 
when the Sun roſe and ſhone bot upon it, becauſe it had, 
no Depth for its Root, nor Moiſture, withered av in 


A third Part fell among Thorns, that is, in the Hed- 


ges, and among the Weeds and Briars, and this = 


ther rotted and came to nothing, or elſe. what ſprung 


up was ſoon choaked with the Thorns that came up 
with it, that it bore no Fruit. The fourth Part fell 
upon the good Ground, namely, upon the Land tilled 


and ploughed for that Purpoſe ; here no Travellers 


Feet trod it down, it was Dan harrowed in by the 
Huſbandman, fo that the Fovls could not devour it, 


the Hardineſs and Stony Nature was removed, the 
Ground manured and made good, ſo that it could 


tale deep Raot downward and bear Fruit upward, . 
and not eaſily be blown up with high Winds, nor 


* ſcorched up with the Sun; there was no Thorns nor 


Weeds to choke it, but it brought forth ſome thirty, 
ſeme ſixty, and ſome an hundred fold. 

-I reverence always and adore our Saviour, 1 
ever J read or hear his Parables ; for thou h he was 


the God of Wiſdom, and knew. all the Sciences and 
Arts from everlaſting, yet in his preaching a Peaſant 


can underſtand and comprehend as well as the moſt 
learned Philoſopher, When He would liken the 
Kingdom of God, or compare it to earthly Things, 
bis Be are plain and eaſy, ſuited to the mea- 


neſt Capacity ; and tho? the learned and underſtand- 
ing Part of Mankind have formerly done it, and may 
wu dare t to deſpiſe his manner of Preaching,' his Pa- 

BU4g | Tables, 


(-8.]; 
rables, and mean Comin. yet ſhall.it appear 
the Wiſdom of. God in that Day when he ſhall 
ſhew how Be bat choſen the aweak 7 bings, and baſe, 
and Things that are deſpiſed, to bring to nought the 
Pride of Man and the Haughtineſs of the World, and 

reveal to Babes and Poaliſh what is hid even from the | 

| Wi e and Prudent. | | 
ow many of yon that hear me have read this 
Seine as well as others of the like Nature, and 
thought no farther. about it? How have you had 
Ears, but would not hear what the Lord would here- 
by fay to you? Now I pray you to give Attention, 
and O may Cod ſo open the Ears of all your Hearts 
that you may henceforth bear and live. | 5 
De Sower is ptoperly the Son of Man; he is the 
| chief Miniſter, the frſt and principal Labourer and - 
| ene, In all God's Vineyard; but in ſome re- 
ar every Minifter of Jeſus Chriſt i is a Sower, and 


ſtrews bis good Seed: out of the Treafure of. his 
Feart, in all Places wherefhever he comes. 


The Seed is the Word of God, which Jef Us fur iſe 
firſt gave and preached in the World, and with which 
now his Miniſters are commiſſioned, who are Sowers 
of the Seed of eternal Life. 
be Ground ir the Heart, whereon the Seed is is 
| fown. why 
Thoſe whos receive the Seed by the way frde are the 
careleſs and light- minded, who hear the Goſpel ang 
are as unconcerned as if they heard ſome idle Tale: 
Their Ears are open to every merry Story, to alt 
curious Accounts, to every fooliſh Song, but deaf to 
the Words of the Saviour as the deaf Adder, which 
: refuſeth to hear the Paice of the Charmer, charm” hz 
never fo wiſely, Theſe are they whoſe Hearts were 
never broken, or concerned about eternal Life, and 8 
ot: the f of the N the de of Chri ih 


bor the Promiſes. in his Ward ſhould have any Effect 
upon them, the Devils watch, like the Fowls of the 
-3 24 0 Jeſt it in reading the Scripturr or under ſome 
Diſcourſe they ſhould appear at all affected, to ſteal. 
away the very Remembrance of it, and get perhaps 
; ſome pleaſant Company to divert or laugh away their 
= devout Thoughts; ſome, Play, or Dreſs, or Ro- 
= mance muſt amuſe them; ſome Diverſiori or Plea- 
ſure muſt raiſe their Spirits, or Drinking or Feaſting 
overcyfarge their Hearts, and drown all the leaſt Stir- 
rings of Grace, and ſo the Preacher ſows and preaches. 
in vain, and they receive it by the way fide in vain. 
O think to yourſelves, Am not 1 the Man? Have not 
I fo heard and received the Seed all my Life-time? And 
has not the Devil always found Means to make. all the 
: Goſpel to me nothing, and blinded and hardened my 
: Heart to all the loving Intreaties of the Lamb of God, 
| and hid as it were his Blood and Goſpel froni me ? 
O pray our Saviour to drive away the Fowls, and 
command , the Neſt of every unclean and hateful Bird 
to keep off, that you may once hear in . Faith. the 
Words of God and be ſaved. PR On 


But no Doubt there are many here who will not 
reckon themſelves among this Sort: You. perhaps 
have had a Reſpect for the Bible, have been educated 
eligiouſly, and gone ſtrictly to Church or Meeting, 
done a great deal of Good, Sc. and after all may 
| have been of that Sort who+ receive the Seed upon a 
Rock and upon ſtony Ground, Thoſe that fall under 
this Blame are ſuch as hear the Word with Joy; they 
may be fo affected that they may think never, Man 
[pake like this Man ; they may go and call others, be 
very induſtrious to bring many to hear the Goſpel, 
and would not miſs the hearing the Word of God 
upon any account: They are ſuch as frequent all re- 
Tigious Flaces and Company, read all pious Books, 
„ 5 rec 
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receive the Sacrament, and be diligent i in many good x - 
Works, but have ſtill a Heart of 'Adamant, a Heart 


like the nether Mill-ſtorie : They have never hows 3 


| what it was to melt before the Blood and Dying of 
Feſus, nor to be like Wax before the Fire of his 
Burnt- Offering. Our Saviour faith, the Word in 
| ſuch ſprings up direcily, but when the Sun is up, in 


a time of Heat they wither away, becauſe they bave no 
Depth, nor Moiſture ; by this he means, that they 
have no Root in themſelves, they have no inward Ex- 
perience of the Love of God, nor have any more than 
a ſuperficial Joy, a Flame like the fooliſh Virgins 


Lamps, that ſoon goes out for lack of Oil, and when 


Aftiftion or Temptation or Perſecution ariſes becauſe of 


the Word, by and by they are offended : They like the 


Doctrine of Chrift, and ſeem to begin well, but by 


and by one of their old Companions mocks them, 


or their Maſters, BenefaCtors, and Parents threaten 
ten coca Things war with them on account of 
their being diſpoſed for eternal Life, and ſo they, by 
little and little, are offended; and ſince their Hearts 


have never been ſoftened and made tender by the 


Blood and Sufferings of Chriſt, at laſt all their good 
Deſires languiſh and wither, and in a ſhort time they 
are again in the W orld as deceived as ever. O hear 


this, my dear Brethren, and call an Aſſize in your 
- own Breaſt, judge youtſelves | in this weighty Matter, 
and aſk your own Heart, Am I not one of theſe ? Peo- 
ple who are hereby meant are in many Dangers, fir/t, 
from a hard Heart, ſecondly, from being aſhamed of 
our Saviour, and, thirdly, from a Fear of Man. 


By a hard Heart 1 mean what is deſcribed in Zze- 


Kiel, as a Heart of Stone. A Man may be ſound in 


all the Doctrines of the Scripture in his Head; he 
may! * been very ſtriet in what Men call Duty ; $ 


Prin os he 


xml 
be may have a PE, Name in the World, and be 
looked upon: as half a Saint, be a great Diſputant for 
Religion, and after all have a Heart like Flint-/tone, 
and like a Rock, fo that all the preaching of the Croſs, 
all the Love of our Saviour has to this Day had no 
Effect upon it: They have hitherto patched up a 
Religion of their own making, and are really od 
truly dead as a tone to the Merits of Jeſus Chrift, 
quite cold to his loving Heart, . and without the leaſt 
inward Acquaintance with Him. Should you feel, 
and think, this is my Caſe, ſo it is with my "I 
then behold there is a Remedy, 5 


In Jeſu; Blrod a healing Pow'r doth FER 
Enough to mel t the bardeft Heart in Hell. 


He only is the vcd Halhndidm, and can furn the 
Wilderneſs into the Garden of God, the Flint-ſlone 
into a ſpringing Well, He only knows how to melt 
and ſoften the moſt ſtupid and hardened State, and 


turn the Heart of Stone into a Heart of Fleſb. Turn 


ve to Him, and learn what Fob faith, It rs God that 
 maketh my Heart foft, or the Spo aſe in Solomon's 
Song, My Soul melted while my Beloved ſpake, Can. 
v. 6. He that ſpake to the Reck in the Wilderneſs, 
when the Waters guſhed out, He alone can make 
you right, ' diſſolve the Ice and Coldneſs in your 
Hearts, and make the Rocks flow at his Preſence. Be 

your Hearts never fo ſtupid, hard, and ſtubborn, be 
your Hearts ever fo cold or frozen, one Drop of 

the Blood he ſhed will make it happy and tender, 
and kindle ſuch a Flame of Divine Love there as 
many Waters cannot quench, nor the Floads drown. 
Come ye then come ye to theſe Waters, and you 
. ſhall be eternally ſaved, 2 and out of all Danger on 
1 this Account. 15 


9 


TT. | 
But there | is yet another BOO? and chat is, be⸗ 
ing aſhamed of Chrift and his Goſpel. This has 
gone far with ſome poor People, they could not 
13 5 Jeſus out of the Camp bearing his Reproach, 
ut rather than be mocked, or laughed at, or count- 
ed a Fool, they have by and by been ſeduced- from 
following the Lamb. Our Saviour has ſaid poſitive- 
ly, I boſoever ſball be aſhamed of me and of my Words 
in this adulterous and finful Generation, of bim ſball 
| the Son of Man be aſhamed when he comes with his 
Father's Glory, and with the holy Angels. 
| You know how far it Went with Peter in this re- 


— ſpe& ; be had continued ſeveral Years a cloſe Diſci- 


— and Follower of our Saviour till that Night when 
Feſus was arraigned, and then he was really aſha- 
med, and was got warming bimſelf by the Fire. He 
had no Buſineſs either in the Place or in the Com- 
pany, and this became the ſad Occaſion of his Fall; 

for when a filly Maid made her Game and called 
him a Diſciple of Chriſt, he denied it, and at laſt 
ſwore be did not know him, How far it would have 
gone with him 1 don't know, if Feſus had not turn- 
ed and looked upon him, and then he went out and 
wept Ditterly; nor did he ever reſt till Feſus roſe from 
the dead and pardoned him. 


As long as the Dottrines and Goſpel of our Fa- 5 


viour paſs unmoleſted in the World, in a Town, or 
Country, it is eaſy to go among his People; but 
when it becomes ſcandalous, when Men raiſe. ten 
thouſand Lies and Slanders upon it and its Profeſ- 

ſors, when none but Fools, low-lifed People, and 
mad Perſons are ſaid to be its Abettors, then many 
are offended, and they are really aſhamed of their 
Lord Chriſl. But methinks I hear ſome ſay, O no / 
God forbid that I ſhould be aſhamed. of Chriſt : 17 
Hope one may go to Heaven without * one's elf 
4 ridi- 


f 23 1 
ridiculqus, and wit bout all this to do. I am 101 
aſbamed o the Word of God, but only. I bave no 
mind to be a: Fool. Sure 7 keep to ny Place of 

Worſhip, and do my Duty in a creditable. Way, 1 
ſhall be accepted. Whoever you are that fo reaſon, 
take Care, I am afraid if the Carpenter's Son was 

now in Fleſh among us, and went about with a few 

oor Fiſhermen and Women, you would. deſpiſe bis 
| RA ; ſhould you hear his plain ſimple Diſ- 

_ courſes, which all Men derided, you would be 
aſhamed, and wall no more with Him. If you are 
upright, then don't care if Heaven and Earth laugh 
224 to Scorn; be content to be ſlighted, hal 

corned, and count it an Honour to ſuffer 

: Tr for bis Name ſake. Stay a little while and 

; you will ſee who will have Reaſon to be aſhamed ; 

: not the Souls who have followed the Lamb, hid 
have put on his Righteouſneſs, and obtained of him 
the Spirit of. Adoption, . theſe ſball not be aſhamed ; - but 
thoſe. ſhall; be aſhamed who have not his White 
Raiment, ho were oncę too; wile, too prudent, 
too proud to be his Diſciples... The Lord grant you 
may eſcape. this Danger, that ye may be win 7 
N before the Son of Man. b 

There. is yet another. Davger which thoſe Pa a 
are in, and that is, when Perſecution ariſeth boca - | 
of the Ward. Some deſpiſe the Shame, and in a 
philoſophical Spirit ed it; but when the Per- 
ſecution comes, when the Parents will diſown the 

| 7 te Maſter, ay away his Servants, the 

| Trader re fu ſe to 2 or.ſel} with you, when Threas 


tenings, Words, Bl Blows, : ;Diſinheriting, and Dan» 
ger 0 Toh ing a good deal comes, thoſe who before 
withſtood” other Oppoſition,. now yield, and Satan 
; his the Wor The bleſſed awakening ceales,.,.the 

ord of God is ſtifled, and the Soul 


turns. 
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turns' to the World, and chuſes its Portion in this 


Life. Would to Cod ſuch People would think of 
| avhat Advantage would it be to them to gain all the 


World and loſe their own Souls? Or how could they 
bear to hear our Saviour fay to them in that Day, 


Te loved the World, your Riches, your Company bet- 


ter than me, or be put in mind, Remember when a 
little Storm arcſe on my arcount ye Forfook me and 


fled. May this alſo not happen to us! May this, 
O God, be far from us all! But here, before I con- 
clude this Part of my Diſcourſe, let me aſk, Why 


is it that Sov!s can be fwayed by ſuch Things? ? How 


is it a Perton who is diſpoſed to be ſaved can be 


turned out of the Way and be offended ? It is really 
becauſe their Hearts were never made tender by the 


| Blood of Feſus, they wanted a thorough awakening 
there. Had they ever once ſeen how God Purcha- 

ſed them" with his own Blood, how he valued and 
loved them, even ſo as to dic for them; had bis 


Love ever melted their Hearts, or had they any 

Depth of Love to him and his Merits; had they 
ever felt deeply his Sword like a Plough-ſhear break 
up the fallow Ground, ang pierce into the Bottom 


af their corrupt and ſpoiled Nature, ſo that they 


were deeply ſenſible of their Want, their great Need 


of our Saviour's Wounds and Sufferings to make 


them whole, they would not, they conld not have 
been turned from him by y any Means; - alt Shame and 


Threatnings would be 
welcome to them, and the Sword, and Fire, 124 


Priſon, or whatever Hell or wicked Men, could de- 
ter. would be very little ſo they might but get or 


wie Fe efus Chrift. O pray ye, that our compalſion- 
ate Saviour may break the Rock of Your, Hearts in 


{ 15 ] 

and fave you from OR any longer: the 8 * "es 
ny Ground. | 
fry fa let receive the * among 1 our bg 
viour ſays, are ſuch as hear the Ward, but the De- 
 egitfulneſs of Riches, the Cares of this M. erld; and 

Pleaſures of -this Life mingle with it and choke it, fo 
that. it bears. no Fruit, but ir loft. mw | 
How many are there in the World. who eaſily 
perceive how: dangerous à careleſs and giddy Mind i is, 
how bad a Condition theirs is alſo where the Heart is 
like a Rock, and where Shame and Perſecution have ſo 
great Sway and Influenee, but never dream of their 
own Cares, Pleaſures, or Love of Money; where 

as, dear me theſe are in equal Danger with them. 


= £ Iwill ſpeak Art to you, ye over and above cares 


i pine you who can rie early and late to get 
the common Bread, and provide Treaſure upon 
Earth; ye cumbered Martha's, who. are always 
buſy and induſtrious, but forget the one Thing needs 
. the good; Part which: ſhall not be talen a.Ʒ—ðy 

To what Purpoſe are ye ſo full of ray and 
Thoughts: ?:; Why do ye eat the Bread of Careful- 

neſs, and neglect the true Bread that. came down. from 
Heaven, and that Raiment which ſhould make you 
all, glorious-within, clean and white, ready for the 
| . of the Lamb? 

Je know the Perſons who made their Exenſcs Sie 
not eoming to the Supper of the King's Son, were 
of your Sort; one bad bought Oxen and muſt prove 
them, | another; Bad purcbafed Land and muſt ſee it, 

another was engaged in bis Farm, another buſy in bit 

Trade and Merchandiſe, and yet another was mar- 
nied, had u Wife and Children ta provide for, and je 
2 excuſed ; but hear only the Anſwer of 
the King, when the Servants: as and told him, 
* tad, - Not one 9 tafte n e 
| Let | 
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Let me :adviſe you 4 Ly 2 : Hencef6ith'be induftri; i 
ous and diligent, but only don't forget that you are 


Servants, and not Maſters. Look upon all you have 
as if it was not yours, but your Maſter ChriſPs, 

Let Loſſes or Diſappointments happen, place it to 
his Account, and take you Thought abdut the Li. 
ving Bread, that is, ObrifP's Fleſb, and the Living 


Mater, that | is, his Blood. Make it ſure to you, 


that you have a Part in theſe, and that Jeſur has 
prepared ybu a Place in his Father's Houſe, and you 
ſhall be bappy. Ye who have been like Martha, 
be now like Mary, and fit down at Feſuf's Feet, 
and hearten and learn of | him, and you ball And Reſt 

to your buſy und cargful Souls. It is net your ha- 
ving a Family to provide for, a Farm, à. Trade, 
your being a Dealer, a Maſter or a Servant, a Huſt | 
band or Wife, a Child or Parent, that can hinder 
you to be ſaved, if your Heart be but right. 79 But 


as the Garden ere up Weeds, as it were, of it. 


ſelf, which would choke What is ſown: therein, if it 
be not kept weeded, ſo is our Hearts, there is Sin 
enough to render all the good Seed ſown there in vain, 
unleſs” Feſus's Eyes of Fire try our:*Hearts, - 3nd 
burn up all the uſeleſs and worldly Cares, and thoſe 
Sias which elſe choke his Word and _ it un 
fruitful. nud 
I Vill ſpeak alfo to you who ue chestöch with the 
Deveitfulneſs of Riches,” Wh perhaps never once in 
your Life thought there was any Danger in "being 
rich, but have wiſhed: for it with all yr Hearts. 


| - Our Saviour has: witely called it the \Dedviifutheſr of | 


Riches; - becauſe ſuch it really is, and\ no other. 
The Poor cheat themſelves in hoping to become 


rich, and thoſe who have this World deceive them- 


ſelves," and imagine themſelves” wealthy, And 21 
_ving _ and have not yet got the leaſt wa 5 
„ 


M's. 7 
Me Love f Gid ſhed abroad in Hhelr Hearts, They 
don't know that they have any Part in the King= 
dom of Cod, or in the Gold tried in the Fire, which 
is the Righteouſneſs and Merits of Chrift Feſus ! 
ſuch, with all they have are poor and miſerable. 
What Good did all the rich Man's Barns full of 
Corn' arid Plenty, and bis 15 7 and Cheſts of Gold 


J % % 


Was it to Bi They he 5 5 Ph: with 4p.) his | 
va £6 nd cat” aud drink out of Bowls of Silver 
and Gold, „ ben the ſame Night a Hand-writing 
upon the Wall tells him, Bic Kingdom is given awe 
from him, and he. weighed in the Balances, and oun 
wantin g Or of what. Comfort was it to ives 
| that j 167 before N. Had been cloathed i in Scarlet, ang 
| ur ple, and fine inen, and fared fumptuouſſy or 
Feleatel every. Day, and now "inuſt lit up bs Mes 
- in the Torment e of Hell, and Want a Trop f Wa- 
ter to cool his J ongue.? "They. v we deceived Wit | 
the Decertfls nels 70 Riches, and Low, hay d 7 
was for. a 2 ach, Man. to enter” LF. Lngdam, hf "Gal 


ut Whoeve! 0 ave, 
| 60, hear e in re 
learn tö be co en ake'fs ck 


his. Righteouſneſs - and % 1 7 os 
not . though, here you n ma 
e aZarur, 8 "only let 5 our. 985 
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and let it be your chief your ads Study to enſure 
Bs Intereſt in Chrift and lay bold on eternal Life, 
| on't look upon yourſelves, a8 better than others, 
nor value a Poſſeſſion which in one Hour may leave 
en deſtitute as a Beggar 3, ; be rich in Faith, in Love, 
and good Works, in all other Reſpects be oor, 
and as one that needs the precious Blood 15 
Lamb and his Salvation and Pardon daily and Fo, 
ly, ſo lie at his Gate, like Lazarus, Full 0 " Sores, 
ay defire to be fed,with the wh te Which fil from 
| able; and. reſolve to continue a poor deſpiſed 
ö fog of your deſpiſed Maſter, ' 429 come follow 
Fim and you ſhall be rich, you ſhall have Treaſure in 
Heaven, Raiment and Fewels which na Moth or Rui, 
Luan corrupt, and Cold which no Tl Thief - car break thro 
720 Heal; and when” you 1 muſt 'go hence and be no 
ore "ſeen, though: You can carry, nothin ng wwith you of 
All your Goods Gr temporal Bleſſings, you ſhall be 
reee ved by the King 0, Kings, and Lord of Lords into 
13 tu Feruſalem, and go 10 more out.. O may or 
I Heteifil Lord and, Seger, in this Senſe, make us 


kiel for 5 Natte's lake! e 
of People more, 


OSS m ſpeak to one ſort 
ele N52 e the. { Vord © Cod anion 


18 Toe; hd; 75 art Hoſe who ale Ted away with 
* the, Fl 24 ures of "2 16 * fear many who eos 
me are of this. r 5 EI) Number. Many 

; ten, twenty; tys. San? Ye; ars in the rorld, 5 per- 
haps: ih ar whole TR ind never, knew that hat 
þ they, «al ther e It Mirth, lawful Recreation 
„ and Harmleſs Plea „ Habe been the Very Thorns 


wo 
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With” you allo 4 11 55 5 657 elſe 1 "ſhould be i U 
5 le. I kriow "oh K the Pleaſures e of this Li | 
they a re Whaf St. Poul « calls the. ve, of Si in 225 
: , and luck as alen left in the. C t 9! of Tech 


* 1,34 
Eric N al + 2 


Os 
oy Tos Chriſt 8 ſake. They are like Job's Friends, 
miſerable Comforters indeed, In vain does one drels 
when his poor Soul is naked, and aſhamed before 
God ; in vain he decks his Body, when his Spirit is 
without the Righteouſneſs of Faith; and the Beauty 
and Comelineſs which our Saviour puts on a Soul, 
when he waſhes it and adorns it for the eternal 
Bride-chamber, however he may amuſe himſelf thus 
a little, his naked Eſtate and vile Heart muſt ſome- 
times appear before him, and make him trembling. - . 
think, bo knows but this painted and decorated + 
Mreteb may_c'er long be ſummoned into Eternity # _ 
And this deforms and ſullies all his Gaiety and Fine- 
ry. In vain another runs to the Play- -houſe, or vi- 
ſits ſome Place of Diverſion and Paſtime, a guilt ß 
| Mind and Conſcience muſt ſometimes ſpeak, and turn - 
all their beſt Sweets to Gall and Wormwood: Tis - 
vain a third keeps Company, and with unlawful and 
wanton Looks, Airs, and Words ſtirs up the luſtful 
Fire ; it ſhall be like a Vulture. At the Heart. 
Dread upſpeakable ſucceeds.cloſe at the Heels of ſuch | * 
Delights, a Horror like the Shadow of Death, and 
ſecret Remorſe and Stings plague the Breaſt where 
ſuch Fires burn, and all are like the Book Jahn en. 
| however feet it js in the Mouth, in the Belly ſhaſl | 
it be very bitter. In vain a fourth feaſts and drinks 
new Wine and ſtrong Drink, or ſings away his 
Days, or with Riding, Walking, Hunting, or Play, 
thinks to make bimſelf happy; the wiſeſt of all en 
tried all theſe Things, and got all the Delights * 
the Sons of Men, and at laſt confeſſed what we all 
know to be true, in the midſt of Laughter the Heart 
10 forrowful, and the End of tbat Mirth is Heavi- 9 
neſs; and a wiſer Man than Solon hath faid, Vo de » 
. EO” het” Jas oh now for they ſhall mourn and 1 
| Weſe But why is it that Souls are ſo bewitched 
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and allured? Why are the greateſt Part of Mankind 
ſo deceived? The Old Serpent that deceives all them 
that dwell on the Earth has perſuaded them, that 


_ elſe they ſhall always be Mopes, and melancholy in 


the World; nor have they underſtood that the Ways 
of Wiſdom are Ways of pleaſantneſs, and all her Paths 
Peace, Ye fooliſh People, if ye did but know how 
really fine, and like a Bride prepared for the Bride- 


groom, a Soul is who has put on the Lord Feſus, ye 
Would flight heartily all other Finery for evermore. 


Come and be embraced one Moment by the Friend 


e, Sinners, and receive his Pardon, and nothing 
would ſo affect you for ever, nothing ſo pleaſe you 

-  -as the Tragedy of the Son of David, his Tears and 
.*_ _ Heavineſs ſhould always keep you chearful, and his 
Bitterneſs of Soul when he felt the Sting of Death ; 
would be your hourly Happineſs and Joy. OE 

- Ye wanton and luſtful Men and Women come 


ye to Geth/amene, and ſee thoſe cold Drops of Sweat 
which fell down to the Ground like Blood from the 


+ "Holy One, this ſhall root out and extinguiſh and 
Wash away for ever all the impure Flames which 
have ſo racked your Mind, and expoſed you to the 


moſt horrible Dread on this Side Eternity. Our Sa- 


viour pities you, and is ready to ſave you from all your 
Sins. There Is no Luft, no unholy and wild Fire, no 


curſed inbred Leckery, and whoriſh and unclean 
Thought or Wiſh which his Blood and Death-ſweat 


cannot utterly abolith and drown. If you knew in 


what Safety they dwell, with what Peace they go. 


forward, and how calm and undiſturbed they are 
Who are ſaved and made chaſte, and waſhed white 
in the Fountain opened for Sin and Uncleanneſs, - you 
would not once more look back, or. deſire again to 
be entangled in the old Sins; no, you would bleſs 
the Lamb Day, and Night who had delivered you and 


ay ech 


a 4» 
faved you from fo great Miſery and Danger. Ye | 
Drunkards and Rioters, ye Lovers of Feaſting and 
Banqueting, come ye to the Marriage Feaſt of the 
Lamb] Feſus invites you to drink freely of the Foun- 
lain of as and to eat of the Hidden Manna. Ye 
who are fond of Muſic, come and hearken to our 
Saviour, for his Voice is ſweet ; all the Muſic of 
the Angels is nothing elſe but the Eccho of his Love 
and Forgiveneſs. Do you love a Concert, come up 
and you {hall fee ten thouſand harping upon their 


Oy 


Harps before the Lamb that was ſlain, and millions 
of Trumpets blowing to the Honour of His Name. 
Do ye eſteem Songs? O get but your Lips touch- 
ed with a Cual from off. the Altar, and you ſhall 
Join in the Song of Moſes and the Lamb upon 
Mount Sion. If that Mouth which was once ſtruck 
by the Soldiers kiſs you and ſeal your Pardon, the 
Songs of the Drunkards Will no more be pleaſing, 
nor the Shouts of ſuch as make merry; you will 
feel a Joy which they underſtand not; and your Lp 
ſhall utter a Song which ſhall pleaſe your Beloved, 
and be the Language of a Heart that has overcome _ 
and obtained Mercy in God our Saviour. You. ſhall 
be happy Witneſſes that our Redeemer's Service is 
perfect Freedom, and that his Children are the only 
happy People in the World. No ſecret Miſgivings 
check their Joys, nor Fears of an unexpected Sum- 
mons to another World, no ſhuddering. at the Ap- 
proach of judgment, nor Stings of a guilty Conſci- 
ence interrupt their Bliſs, or hinder their real Peace. 
No, they have our Saviour with them, they  fore- 
taſte the Pleaſures of his Right Hand, and are happy, 

quite happy in his everlaſting Arms and in hi 


Wounds, ite Doves in the Clefts of the Rock, O0 
dat all here were thus bleſſed, and had the Lord for 
their God, and in him were thus bleſſed 20d ved. 


— 
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I come now, in the laſt Place, to ſpeak of ſuch 
as receive the Seed in good Ground; and theſe. are 
ſuch as hear the Goſpel and receive it in an honeſt 
and ggod Heart, in a Heart ſincerely deſirous to be 
ſaved and made right in our Saviaur's Sight. Theſe 
hear the Promiſes, and with all Diligence, Tears, 
and Prayers expect and look for the fulfilling gf 
them, and who can't reſt till they have found Re. 
demption in the Blood of Chriſt, his Righteouſneſs, 
and Salvation, and have his Holy Spirit apply his 
Bruiſes to their pained Hearts, to eaſe them with the 
full Aſſurance of their Part in the Book of Life, . and 
of their Place being prepar'd in Heaven. As Ground 
tilled and opeyed receives in the Seed, and it ſprings 
up and bears Fruit, ſo ſuch People have their Hearts 
truly awakened, and opened to receive the Seed of 
eternal Life. No waiting Enemy ſteals away the 
Words of our Saviaur; like Mary, they ponder them 
in their Hearts, and keep them as the moſt precious 
Treaſure, and ſhall bring that Bleſſing down upon 
them, Becauſe thou haſt kept my Word, I will keep 
bee in the Day that ſhall try all them that dwell upon 
the Earth, thou ſbalt not die, thou fhalt nat taſte of 
Death, No Pnbrokenneſs and Hardineſs hinders our 
Saviour to ſee of his travail in them and be ſatisfied: 
No Shame of the Croſs, no Fear of Men, nor Cares 
of the. World, nor Deceitfulneſs of Riches, nor Plea- 
ſures of this Life hinder them to bring forth Fruit to 
the Glory of the good Huſbandman, They love our 
Saviour with all their Heart; they are honeſt, and 
would not deceive themſelves; but till they had 
found our Saviour, and were ſealed by him to ever- 
laſting Life, never would be eaſy ; and now he that 
ſmote them with the Sword of his Mouth has heal- 
ed them; now they have obtained the Privilege qr 
Server to lecame Sons of Cd; they are ſaved, 1 
| . 5 nave 


8 

have found the Merits and Righteouſneſs of our dear 
Saviour; they are aſſured of his Favour, hey are 
written in his Book, and wait the Time of their Diſ- 
ſolution with Patience, or, as our Saviour ſays, 
bring forth Fruit with Patience; their Fruit is all 
good Works, but eſpecially Praiſe and Love to that 
Lamb the good Sower, who firſt loved them and 
prepared them for himſelf. Theſe are they who have 
Ears and hear the Voice of their Beloved, the Voice 
of the good Shepherd, the Son of Man, and have 
eternal Life through his Name: They have Eyes and 
ſee bis Salvation, they have honeſt and good Hearts, 
and underſtand and are converted. May our Lord 
7 55 and Saviour make you of this happy Number. 
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